
GEORGE EASTMAN, THE MAN BEHIND THE KODAK
First Authorized Account of Inventor
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I.,, .lire. ti"l tl' energies of his press
,.ni .ii'irelv into advertising channels

for the k lai nnd rigidly kept himself in
ih,. Ki. """'I T"K HuN- - thfoffih tho
ninrte 'f Eastman, is enabled to
iTtnt tin' t"11 u,ry for 1,10 ,Ir8t t'mo

When another hundred years have
ro'.l.'il ar uml and tho achievements of
in.'t.viiili century scientists luivo been

fj'f lis I ami weighed George Eastman will
proUiWy placed alongside of Daguerre.
liii'iierre ! I i K c tho man who cut away
tin' iiiiil.Tiini-- h on tho edge of tho forest

swung his axe into tho wood,
made tin clearing and lllleu tno uoil and
rwifil the harvest.

He "lib" Invented his own processes
luit lie li.nl I"' business ability to market
tbt'tn, ami in thirty years ho has built
up a corporation of $35,0(10,000, enriched
hiniM'lf ami enriched Ills friends with
I:iai. lb1 lias teen a builder always,
never a destroyer of business. In the
course of the Eastman company's rise
nunv 'tier companies have failed or

'in-ii- -d by the Eastman concern,
but 'In v have never been crushed. His
lis not lx'Wi tho squeezing method.

He invented tho film and tho kodak, und
created, i demand for his Roods, at the same
time bringing out n product that was equul
tn all tl' claims made for it. Other con-vrn- -i

that have brought out photographic
"plate and materials of a good uniform
qualitv and at moderato prices have
fuctveded as Eastman lias and aro to-da- y

enjoying the benefit of tho demand for
products created by Eastman's genius.

A man of medium height and medium
build, liair turning white after 58 years
of battling with lire, but with quiet gray
eyes still steadily and with unabated
tutliiisiasiii gazing out of largo spec
tacles, any one with a legitimate pur- -
pox' in visiting him may find him nine- -
tenths of tho year at his magnificent
home in East avenue, Rochester, or at
the executive offices of tho company in
State street. Courteous in Mb address.
he is uniformly kind to rich and poor.
If w.is by appointment that Tim Sun cor--
r.'spomlent found Mr. hast man on a recent
morning and received from him tho first
accurate story of how ho became in-

terested in tho dry glass plato process,
winch was his start in tho field of phot or.
rapliy. Heretofore ho has absolutely do.
clined to give his history, and even with
Ih promlso given to Tiik Su.v Mr. East
man might havo been lost in tho nar-
rative, but for tho persistency of tho

.interviewer,
Rochester esteems Mr. Eastman as her

leading citizen because ho has contri
buted more toward her development
''ian any oilier captain of industry,
Rochester and kodak are synonymous
terms. Besides Rochester has cause to
t innk him for his generous gifts. Ho
has always been intensely publio spirited
and loyal to Rochester, and his gifts
long ago passed tho million mark

At a critical time in the existenco of
tlie Rochester Athenaeum and Mechanics
Institute Mr. Eastman mado it a gift
of 1:00,000 and enabled it to become a
great industrial educational school. When
tlie University of Rochester desired to
expand along scientific lines and to add
to its old time classical curriculum courses
in modern science that would place it
on a par with other colleges Mr. East-
man came to tho rescuo and furnished
the building which carries his namo.
Now. when tho university is at its second

-- riod of expansion and is raising a $1,000,-- ',
endowment fund, although tho fact

has never been mode publio and officials
- refuse to confirm it, it is understood

that half of this fund cornea from Mr.
list man.

In October, 1008, he presented $50,000
to tin, Hahnemann Hospital in Rochester
f- - the erection of now buildings for
surgical purposes and in January, 1000,
h- - nude a gift of $.VJO,000 to the Rochester
l ily Hospital, now tho Rochester General
Hospital, which enabled it to remodel
its buildings and make large additions.
With hirt uccustomod modosty Mr. East
man was naval
wie cut maao puniio. mo nomai
opa ldc Hospital has an Eastman nurses'
l and his smaller gifts to charity
and in aid of philanthropic institutions
'if' numerous,

"f Rochester's immenso pork system,
"aid to bo one of the largest in country,
nimh is owed to Mr. Eastman. hon Dr
II a. Durand undertook to provide a
lakeside park ho enlisted tho cooperation
of Mr UiMman, giving his own valuable
liteMdn farm as nucleus of tho park,
to winch .Mr, Eastman added his share,
forming tho great iDurand-Eastma- n

I'ark. which connects Rochester with
lake Ontario.

When the city built Cobb's Hill reser
voir property surrounding it was nur
Uium by Mr. Eastman and presented
the my ui order that this source of tho
"tys irmking water should never bo in
uuiger ,f becomine polluted.

'''M ies being skilled in invention and
a master of the photographic business

i..iniman in ono 01 mo most success-
ful niid ingenious advertisers in this
coimtrv Ho has a specially happy knack
I" Iih .,,1(0 of trado names and phrases
tliat h.i . attracted attention all over the
""nil .1' 1 hxed themselves In tho memory,
I'MVit 1. 4t forgotten. Tho word kodak,
" id u ,e tlio best trado mark in tho
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ih. His phraso "You proas tho

' do tho rest" has been called
best advertising phrasoa ever

'tilth practically of a notablo
fireer, Mr. Eastman Is still
nml ho takes his pleasuros
inlet way. Perhaps tho socret

rate qualities of his naturo
i remark ho mado.

week." he said. "My mothcralways taught
..v,e, iu imy anyunng unless I couldpay Tor It. And I never havo. I havenever run into debt.

"The. money I started on was tho monoy
I saved out of my salary. When I needed
...ore money 1 took In Mr. Strong. When
tho company needed mim ti.
Uiat wo sold stock to shareholders. Wo
"ever norrowed.

"There have been times
00s, when we lost a great deal of monoy
from various causes. Wo did not borrow

ye "nply quit paying dividends.
The stockholders did not like It, but itwas better for them In tho end. There

uuve neon at toast two crises In tho com- -

W " History when it wouid havo hadto go to tho wall if it had been In debt."
Mr. Eastman lias Always found tlmo in

the midst of business affairs to devote
somo attention to soeinl miiim rt
has never married. For many years his
luouier was uio nead or his household.
In loot he erected in East
eion popularly Bald to havo cor ti nm ivm?

t ....oirs. rjisuiion died soon after it was
DUllt.

Here he often entertains visitni--a f,m
Europo as well as from all parts or the
United States. His buslneiw rnlAtlnna
have brought him in close touch with
men of social standing as well as financial
innuence 111 t.uropo and America.

He is very fond of music and maintain.
a striDg quintette, the members of which
aro connected with the local Bymphony
orchestra and which plays for Mr. East-
man and Ills friends twice a week. Ho
relies for exercise and recreation nn
camping trip in the West in the late
summer or fall and on somo quail shooting
in North Carolina, where ho also goes in
tho spring for two or three weeks of
saddlo exercise. Ho is fond or riding and
owns a Tarm and hunting lodge in Halifax
county, N. C, containing about 2.500
acres. Ho Is a member or the f!enee
Valley Club and tho Country Club of
Rochester.

While ho could nover bo induced tn
participate actively in political matters
he has always been known as a strone
Republican. In 1000 he waa named as a
Presidential elector at tho Republican
State convention and cost his vote for
Mclvinley and Roosevelt.

Naturally Mr. Eastman is connected with
many other local enterprises and servos
as. director in various banks. Hut his
real work in finance has always lioen con-
fined to tho Eastman Kodak enterprises
and his minor activities hive !eon

mainly to aid friends and associates
in thoir othor undertakings. Essen tinlly
ho is a business man; novor an idler. Ho
has concentrated his lifo work on tho
upbuilding of tho Eastman Kodak Com
pany.

Mr. Eastman was born at Waterville.
Oneida county. July 12, 1854. His father
was Goor'go W. Eastman and his mother
Maria Eastman. His parents moved
to Rochester, where his father.who waa
a man of education and more than usual
intelligence, established tho Eastman
Commercial College, a ramous institution
in tho old days. The older Eastman
originated the schomo or teaching young
men commercial practices by actual
experience, believing that something more
than theory was neoded to equip a young
10.1U 1 or ino oamo or lire.

Ho died in I860 and left Mrs. Eastman
without property. Georgo Eastman was
6 yours old at tho time, and hia mother
by much sacrifice kept him in tho common
schools until ho waa 14. Then he obtained
a place as office boy with Cornelius Way-del- l,

on insurance agent in tho Reynolds
Arcade. From there Mr. Eastman wont
to tho office of Buell A Brewster, afterward
Buell A Hayden, insuranoo agents. In
1874 ho entered tho Rochester Savings
Bank as bookkeeper.

It was during his employment as a
bank clerk, which lasted seven years,
that ho perfected a process of making
photographic dry plates which later led
to tho invention or the film roll system,
upon which were built in a little more
than thirty years the corporations which
aro the Eastman Kodak Company of

After several years close confinement
in tho bank Mr. Eastman felt tho nood or a
vacation and ho cost his erea about to
see where ho could find tho enjoyment hoi
Hnllfht. At. thnt. tlmn if .1 Tn - - - ....... . nun uun:iPresident Grant's administration thoro
was a good deal of talk or tho purchase
or Samana Bay in Santo Domingo for

So it was to Santowell on tho way to Europo when use as a base.
was

tho

tho

Domingo that young Eastman finally
piannou 10 go ror nta vacation.

Full of his plans for his trip, ho began
to prepare his outfit While telling his
pians 10 a man employed as an engineer
at tho bonk tho engineer suggested that
Mr. Eastman ought to take a photographic
outfit along with him. It turned out
Uiat the engineer had boon a member of a
party sent out by the United States Geo-
logical Survoy under Dr. Hayden and ho
told now tho expedition carried an ouflt
and described it. It would be inter-
esting and instructive, he said, to take
tho pictures and bring back RhotoeraDhs
of the places Eastman visited to show his
mends.

So interested did Mr. Eastman booomn
in tho idea that with his characteristic
thoroughness ho set about learning tho
rudiments or photography, a science thon
little known to amateurs. Thon ho
bought a camera, 0110 or tho ordinary
view type, and hired a local photographer
to teach him tho wet plate process. Glass
plates had to bo used in tho camera and
each plate had to be sensitized in the field,
making it necessary to carry along a
silver bath and a dark tent in which to
carry out tho delicate process or making
tne plates capable of receiving tho imago.

About tho tlmo Mr. Eastman was be-
coming versed in tho dark room art he
had to give up hia vacation, being ed

on sjiecial work. But he was so
fascinated by photography Uiat he kept
on with hia study and finally took a short
trip to Lake Superior. Ho had a chanoa
to become familiar with tho difficulties
attending the transportation of tho cum-
bersome outfit necessary to take the sim-
plest photograph; an outfit that required
ono to have on hand oorrosivo solutions
like nitrate of silver and water. The
silver bath had to lie carried in a glass
tank with a watertight cover. The
budding amateur mado a special tank
and to prevent it from breaking ho
wrapped it in hia underclothing. A last
tlie oover loaked, only slightly, but the

ft whool 1 began work at $3 a j result waa disastrous.
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Among tho vlows Mr. Eastman took was
ono of tho natural bridge at Mackinac.
Ho rememtwrs woll, ho says, setting up
his dark tent, which was In the form of
an Indian tepee. He got down on his
hands and knees and crawled in, collo-dlonlz-

the plato and put it in tho sllvor
bath.

When he got out with tho plate in the
holder and ready for tho camera ho no-
ticed that a carriage had driven up with
a party of ladles and gentlemen. While
ho was placing his camera in position
the members of tho party disposed them-
selves on the bridge and wcro taken in
tho picture. It was a particularly hot
day and whon Mr. Eastman had crawled
back into the dark tent, developed his
plate and backed out again ho noticed
steam actually coming from the top
of the tent.

Whllo he was looking at tho devot
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V":. stoped plato ono of tho mon came up and
wanted to order some of tho finished
pictures. Mr. Eastman replied ho was
only an amateur and waa taking the
picture for his own pleasure and not as

business ontorpriao. At that tho man
became very angry and demanded to
know why ho and his party had not boon
told bo instead of being allowed to stand
in tho hot sun for nothing.

"This shows, said Mr. Eastman, "how
rare was such a thing as an amateur
photographer."

Returning to Rochester, it may bo sur
mised Mr. Eastman waa mightily im-

pressed with the difficulties and tribula
tions of amateur photography; so when
ho read In an English photographio jour-
nal that a method had toen discovered
of preparing a glass plato so that a pic
ture could bo taken in tho field without
rooourso to tho tent and baths began
to oxporimont first with tho Idea of tho
amateur, but as lie achieved success with
the idea of manufacturing plates. This
waa in 1878.

He continued experimenting with the
golatln dry plate process during 1870.
All thia timo ho waa employed in tho
Rochester Scvinga Bank. Along in tho
spring or 1880 was successful in making
plates that Boomed capable or exploita-
tion commercially.

Still in tho bank's employ, rented
rooms In a small building In Ktato street
over Martin's muslo store, In tho mean
time be had invented a machine for coat- -

ing plates with golatln emulsion. In tho
early summer ho had taken It to Europo
aim sow tno iatont Tor a Btim that netted
him $1,200 after tho .oxponses of tho trip
had been doductod. With this and tho
monoy had saved out of his salary lie
fitted up tho rooms ho had hired as a
small manufacturing plant.

Successful from tho first, ho soon had
more than ho could do, so he employed
a young man to assist him. Tho helper
worked all day and aftor banking hours
Mr. Eastman worked also preparing tho
emulsion. During November and

when Mr. Eastman had to work
evenings In tho bank, ho tolled all night
at tho business, snatching a few hours
sloep when ho could get it and making
up lost sloop on Sundays.

In the fall of 1881 tho business had
grown so fast that it was necessary for
Mr. Eastman to leave tho bank and give
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hls undivided attention to tho production
or dry platos. More capital was also
needed, so he Interested Henry A. Strong,
an old friend, who was then in tho whip
uusinoss as 1110 principal member of tho
firm or Strong A Woodbury. Mr. Strong
put in somo monoy and acquired ft hair
interest In the business, tho firm boin&
organlzod as the Eastman Dry Plato
Company, Strong k Eastman, proprietors

Tho company moved to larger quar
ters In the McAlpine Building. Whon
tho now firm was launched in 1881 it pur
chased property in what was thon known
as Vought street and is now Kodak
street, tlie sito of the present general
offices of tho Eastman Kodak Company.
In the rear of this lot was erected a four
story and basemont factory which in 1883
was doubled in size.

At tills tlmo the infant company had a
number of competitors who had taken
up tho process about tho same timo.
The business was entirely new to every-
body. Tho chemical reaotions wore not
understood and the methods empirical
to tho last degree. No matter how much
caro manufacturers took with tho making
or plates, nono or thorn had experience
enough to enable him to be sure of tho
quality of tho product.

The Strong A Eastman Company was

at that timo handling its product throucl
the medium of a jobbor who had agreed
to tako a certain amount of tho platos
every montn. 'those wero readily sold
during tho summer, but ih tho winter
tho jobber was overstocked, holding the
excess product for tho next summer's
demand. Hero tho company ran into a
prouiem which swallowed up its profHs
but brought to the front that character-
istic of Mr. Eastman which has mad 11

for tho success of tho groat corporation,
tho detcrmlnatin to place on the market
only tno best product or nothing.

Much to tho surprise of tho enmnnnv.
in tho early summer of 1882 it hecan tn r- -
ccivo complaints of tho quality of tho
piaics. un investigation and experi-
ment it was found that' the plates kopt
over the winter deteriorated. Only
fresh plates wero good. All tho out
standing stock of tho company was called

.. .

'.

in and tho replacing of tho plates wined
out all the money the concern had made
up to the time. A fresh start had to be
made, but the sacrifico saved the repu
tatlon of tho company.

Tiio business or making glass dry plates
nau pocome overdone In 1884 bocauso
too many wero going Into tho business.
Eastman's originality again camo to tho
roro and 110 started out to look ror some
thing that would bo more of a spoclalty,
In consoquonoo of a conversation with a
man who had boon in the dry plato bust
noss and had gone out of it because of
its unsatisfactory condition Mr. East
man determined to investigate tho field
of film photography. This man, William
II. Walker, was employed by tho Strong
A kastman Company to assist in ex-
perimenting. He and Mr. Eastman
together Invented a roll holder, and they
about tho samo time invented a machino
fiTr applying emulsion to' paper and startod
out with tho Bchemo of film photography,
using coated paper, which thoy could thus
mako cheaper in long lengths as desired.

In tho meantime Eastman had invented
an improvement on plain paper whicli
enabled tho negative imago to bo re
moved from tho paper onto a backing of
gelatin. Tins completed a system of
film photography which was sufficiently
attraotlvo to find a roady market. It
was put out in this oountry and Mr.
Walker went to Europo and introduced
it there.

A Bank Clerk in Rochester When His;
Real Career Began Personal and

Business Characteristics
When Mr. Eastman lieiran to experiment

with tho film photography It was not a
now thing, experiments having been
begun as far back as 1851. No such
system had over liocn introduced com-
mercially howover, for tho reason that a
satisfactory dry process was nocesaarv'
and tho further reason that the roll holder
apparatus was not practical. So up to
tho tlmo It was undertaken by tho East-
man company the field had lain un worked.

Tho first paper films nut on tho market
had to be 01 posed by means of roll holders
attached to the existing, plato cameras.
Tho exploitation of thoso holders In this
country and Europo mado a demand for
something more portable and

Thia led to tho production In 1888
of a camera known as tho first kodak,
which opened up the amateur field
and for tho first tlmo mado it pos-
sible for tho novice to mako successful
pictures.

Tho first kodak was fitted for 100 ex
posures and took a picture two and a half
inches in diameter. Tho camera was sent
out from tho factory loaded with tho
film and sealed and containing a brief
instruction sheet.

This opened the practice of tho art or
photography to an entirely now class
or peoplo, in fact to tho whole world.
Tho only objection to it camo from thoso
who wanted to dovolop their own nega-
tives. The papor film used required tho
image to bo transferred to a sheet of
gelatin, which was troublesome to the
amateur; so the exposed film as a rule had
to lie returned to the factory for develop
ment.

Mr. Eastman had of courso seen tho
desirability of a film roll with a trans
parent support which would tako the
plato of paper, and in 1889, after somo ex-
perimenting, ho succeeded in makine
uch a film by means or machinery, which

was patented In 1892. By means or this
machino tho company was able to make
a transparent flexible support in lengths,
which took the place or paper and which
could bo printed without transfer. Thia
increased tho attractiveness or tho art of
photography for thoso who wanted to do
thoir own developing and resulted in a
groat extension of tho business.

In the meantime Thomas A. Edison,
who was oxerimonting with motion
pictures, heard that the Eastman com-
pany was going to bring out this trans-
parent film and mado arrangements
to obtain a supply of tho first film turned
out, to bo used In tho perfecting of his
scheme. That film is substantially tho
same film Uiat is being used to-d- so
widely, although improvements havo
been mado in its manufacture from
timo to timo. It is worthy of note right
hero that Eastman, eithor alone or In
connection with othors. lias taken out
twenty-seve- n patents covering inven-
tions applicable to photographio proc
esses.

At the timo of tlie introduction of dry
plates tho photographic business of the
country was in tho hands of tlireo firms
of jobbers in New York city. Most of
the materials used were foreign and they
were handled through about fifty retaU
dealers. There were no amateurs to speak
or, there being only three or four In
Rochester. The successive improvements
in dry plates and films enabled the East
man company to interest 100 and then
1,000 merchants throughout the country
in tne art, and to-d- there are over
12,000 dealers handling photographio
goods.

As the business grew it seemed advis
able to supply these dealers with the
articles, which wore used in connection
with tho films. It was to Eastman's in-
terest that every user of films Bhould havo
only tho best articles for the obvious
reason that the better the results ob-
tained by tho customers tho greater the
popularity of tho art.

With this object in view the Eastman
company took up the manufacture of
ono article after tho othor. When Mr.
Eastman could not deviso a formula
the company purchased tho best form-
ulas in existence. In that way tho com-
pany acquired some of the best known
processes. Ono of these processes was
that of the Seed Dry Plate Company
01 at. Louis, wnien nad tho bost rormula
for tho manufacture or gelatin emul-
sion over devised. Or coureo, tho East-
man firm continued tho manufacture
or dry plates, but used the new rormula
in tho making of emulsion for tho films.

Tills marked tho beginning of the
period or the Eastman company's great
extension. Gradually, by purchasing
this or that rormula or buying up com-
panies here and there, the Eastman com-
pany camo to manufacture a full lino
of photographio materials. Photography
is rather peculiar in this rospoot, that
quality counts Tor ovorything; an in-

ferior film is not worth anything; it
is the best or nothing. Nolxxly wants
to mako a poor picture for the sako of
saving a trifling expense, and tho whole
business of tho Eastman company is
built up with this in view.

The present development or the East
man Kodak Company's business is along
thij line or tho manufacture of raw ma-
terial, with a view or still further im-
proving the finished product. To this
end it has taken up the making of sul
phuric acid, nitrio acid, cellulose nitrate.
cellulose oootato and gelatin, and is now
engagod in tho investigation of tho manu-
facture of photographio papor and lenses.

Tho company recently erected at Kodak
Park a research laboratory and is grad
ually organizing a scientific staff under
the direction of Dr. C. E. Kenneth Moos,
a woll known English physicist and chera.
1st, who recently discovered a process
of light filtration by which the nearest
approach to supplying daylight by arti
ficial means has been made. This dis
covery lias greatly interested tho scien-
tific world He will continue his re-

searches at tho Eastman laboratory in
Rochester.

Since Mr, Eastman took up the scheme
for film photography the development
of tho company lias always been along
the lines of spreading the praotice of the
art to the utmost Umlts, for making it.
first, easy, and, second, cheap. Tho time
has ulrculy arrived when the child of
0 or 7 years can make an excellent picture
with a camera which costs $1 ,

Tho manufacture or sensitive material
is extremely difficult for tlie reason that
tho tost to which these materials la sub-
jected la tho most delicate known, namely
tho action of light. It Is principally
for this reason that although in the thirty

yoars Binoo the introduction of the glutdry plato there havo boon many manu-
facturers of photographio supplies in t

only a fow havo survived. Tlios
who have been successful in making goods
of a uniform quality have boon financially'
successful.

It does not lesson tho satisfaction of the.people connected with tho EastmanKodak Company in their own success to!
know that so many of thoir competitorshavo also mot success, largoly on accountor the broadening or tho art through thefforts of the kodak organization.

The company's principal factories arein Rochester, whore It employs about.
MOO workmen. There are factories hvChicago, Toronto, Jamestown, N. VHarrow, England, and Melbourne, Australla. It sells ita coodn
dealorB, as it has only forty retail storeor its own in this country and Europeout of probably 15,000 stores that handlIts product. Altogether all its employees'
at tho present timo number more than1
1U,WU,

The rise in Eastman Kodak Company
stock in tho last six or soven years hoi
beon remarkable. Early in 1005 tie'
common stock was quoted at about &.,
To-da- y in the Rochester Stock Exchange
it is hard to purchaso more than a few.
shares at ono time. Bids as high as 71$.
a share havo boon made, a fow eharechanging hands at this price.

Last year the Eastman company paldi
out about 40 per cent, in dividends and'tlus year tho dividends on tho common
stock will probably amount to the same.
Also this yoar tho Eastman company pald
to its employees nil over tho world n bonds'
on thoir salaries amounting to about'
$100,000. Tho company is capitalized at
$35,000,000.

To the north of Rochester and nnt
without the city line is Kodak Park, the'
home of tho kodak industry. It contalni'
nearly soventy-tw- o acres, thirteen oK
which are laid out in lawns and rjini.n.'
There aro seventy-tw- o buildings, most of'
them of fireproof construction, and their'
entire floor space approximates fnr'nnrwa nf vnrlr vtsv. t1 . . . I..,.,,, ' ur uccommoaatloi.of employees a special building has beet,
provided by tlie company ror the noonday,
lunch in which 2,700 persons can be served ,

at one time. (
When the first chimney of the Kodak

plant was erected in 1007 It was the talleslt
structure of its kind in the United States.-I- t

is 300 rcet high with a diameter of
28 reet at the base and 11 feet at the top,
outside dimensions. A second chimney!
is 300 feet high with a diameter of 31 feet
at the base and lSJi feet at tlie top, out-s-si-

dimensions. It is said tho com-
bined capacity of the two chimneys U
equal to from 18,000 to 2C.000 boiler

DARING OF RUSSIANS
Not far from the sleepy town of Sfik

in .w.issii mere is a spot associated wltkearly Russian history which PresidentTaft has recently set aside as a national'
reservation. The associations of the place
have long been recognized, and durlnK nil
administration Gov. Ilrady caused some
totem poles to be erected here to marktho spot Where the Russians made a suc-
cessful stand against the natives.

This national reservation was create!under the law for the preservation of
American antiquities, and as a result fifty-seve- n

acres, .through which flows the
beautiful Indian River, will be free fntrm
settlement or molestation. On this tract,are the graves of a midshipman and six
sailors who perished in the Russian con-- ,
quest of 1804. The setting aside of thli,spot Is a tribute to Russian darlne In thehistory of the raclflc coast.

Much of the early history of the settle- -'
ment of Alaska is connected with Gov."1
Haranoff, that slight, hospitable, royster--
Ing adventurer who was a queer mixture,
of ability, cruelty and gentleness. He went
from St. Paul, Alaska, to establish a capl- - '
tal on the Island where 1s now the towe
of Sitka, and after being handicapped 11 '
more ways than one and righting severalbattles with the natives he flniillv tookpossession of the tract which Is now 4 ,
national reservation. He erected fortl- - ,
tleatlons and buildings and started a com- - ,
merclal centre for Russia Alaska, but he
accomplished these thlnus only after muckdiscouragement nnd loss of life In the lonrstruggle. , ,

The reservation, which is not far froa--
me curving snoru or the bay of Sitka, kuan aiproach not surpassed for beauty ae
the whole Pacific coast. Trom Sitka te
the site of the reservation the Russlani '
laid out a marvellous "lover's lane"many years ago. It Is a walk built alonethe curving beach, through the woods;across and along the banks of the pretty (
Indian River. Up and down this wulkthe Russians used to stroll, and present
day dwellers In Sitka also make it n re-
sort. Tall ferns run riot along the path."'
Mosses and lichens cover every log nnd
a second crop of young trees has spiunc
"P under the stately pines, many of which
rival those of California in height. Re-
side the path the grass forms a green .
carpet. Occasionally a rustic bridgespans the pretty Indian River, lllack-berr- y

bushes, rose bushes, white clover,
salmon berries and other native shrubs
border the walk and ravens croak In
the tall trees, while hummingbirds fly
from branch to branch. It Is like a path
In wonderland. At Its beginning near the
old town Is a stone on which traditionasserts Uarnnoff used to sit and drink
until his servants carried him home. The
boulder is Inscribed with Russian char-
acters.

I.ong before one reaches Sitka, which
fnces a bay containing over eighty beau- -
uiui rocKy or wooded Islands, the tow-
eling rock of Kntalon Is seen. On this
lock the early Indian chiefs erected their
homes nnd later It was chosen by Rar-ano- ff

as the site for his Government
house. Many stories are told of how
Russian men nnd women danced and
feasted in HarnnofTs castle. It Is said
that a niece of one Governor committed
suicide In tho old mansion rather thanmarry a.man she did not love and thather lover promptly made an end of hisown life when he discovered that she had
lied. There aro also stories of a ghost
that walked the halls and walled. The oldcnstlo was destroyed by fire long ago.
The most remarkable evidence of Rus-sla- n

life In the town y Is the littleGreek church, the cathedral of the' Arch- - m,angel Michael. This old wooden buildi-ng- faces the sen and contains several
relics. Among the paintings In It Is one
of the Madonna nnd Child, the work ofa Russian artist. With the exception
of the face and hands much of the paint-
ing Is overlaid with beaten silver. Theravens hover around the little belfry,
which Is fitted with bells from Spain.
Not far away Is the Indian rancherle.
There are a museum containing Indian
relics and a mission school.

It Is tho scenery around the national
reservation that most Impresses. Prom
hero ono can see Mount Kdirecumh. nn
extinct volcano. A remarkable thing about
Sitka Is the climate. The thermometer
olsttn-- onaa 1aIahi 4P.aiI.m I. mn circuits in winter ana

me icMona are cooi ana equable. v


